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Overture Center for the Arts fills a city block in downtown Madison with
world-class venues for the performing and visual arts. Made possible by an
extraordinary gift from Madison businessman W. Jerome Frautschi, the
center presents the highest-quality arts and entertainment programming in
a wide variety of disciplines for diverse audiences. Offerings include
performances by acclaimed classical, jazz, pop, and folk performers; touring
Broadway musicals; quality children’s entertainment; and world-class ballet,
modern and jazz dance. Overture Center’s extensive outreach and
educational programs serve thousands of Madison-area residents annually,
including youth, older adults, people with limited financial resources and
people with disabilities. The center is also home to ten independent
resident organizations.
Internationally renowned architect Cesar Pelli designed the center to
provide the best possible environment for artists and audiences, as well as
to complement Madison’s urban environment. Performance spaces range
from the spectacular 2,250-seat Overture Hall to the casual and intimate
Rotunda Stage. The renovated Capitol Theater seats approximately 1,110,
and The Playhouse seats 350. In addition, three multi-purpose spaces
provide flexible performance, meeting and rehearsal facilities. Overture
Center also features several art exhibit spaces. Overture Galleries I, II and
III display works by Dane County artists. The Playhouse Gallery features
regional artists with an emphasis on collaborations with local organizations.
The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters’ Watrous Gallery
displays works by Wisconsin artists, and the Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art offers works by national and international artists.

Meri Rose Ekberg
Danielle Dresden

The Snowy Day and Other Stories

Overture Center for the Arts – OnStage

1

Dear Teachers,
In this resource guide you will find valuable information to help you
apply academic goals to your students’ performance experience.
We have included suggestions for activities which can help you
prepare students to see this performance, ideas for follow-up
activities, and additional resources you can access on the web.
Along with these activities and resources, we’ve also included the
applicable Wisconsin Academic Standards in order to help you align
the experience with your curriculum requirements.
This Educator’s Resource Guide is designed to:
• Extend the scholastic impact of the performance by providing
discussion ideas, activities and reading to promote learning across
the curriculum;
• Promote arts literacy by expanding students’ knowledge of music,
science, storytelling and theatre;
• Illustrate that the arts are a legacy reflecting the values, customs,
beliefs, expressions and reflections of a culture;
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• Use the arts to teach about the cultures of other people and to
celebrate students’ own heritage through self-reflection;
• Maximize students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the
performance.
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About The Snowy Day

The Snowy Day and Other Stories is a celebration of the
seasons of nature and life, based on the award-winning
and beloved books of Ezra Jack Keats. The production
follows Peter and his adventures in four of Keats’ books:
The Snowy Day – Wearing a bright red snow suit,
Peter explores an urban winter wonderland
Whistle for Willie – Peter wants to learn how to
whistle so he can call his dog, Willie
Goggles! – Peter and his friend Archie find a pair
of goggles, but in order to keep them they have
to learn how to stand up to bullies
A Letter to Amy – Peter learns how to write
a letter so he can invite his friend Amy to his
birthday party
Adapted for the stage by playwright and television writerproducer Jerome Hairston, with music by Victor Zupanc,
projections evoking Keats’ multi-faceted artwork, shadow
puppets, and more, The Snowy Day and Other Stories is
a joyful observation of the hallmarks of childhood.
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About Childsplay
The Childsplay production of The Snowy Day and Other
Stories is directed by Katie McFadzen and Anthony
Runfola.
Childsplay is a professional non-profit theatre company
of adult actors, performing for young audiences and
families. Their mission is to create theatre so original in
form, content, or both, that it instills in young people a
lasting awe, love and respect for the medium. They strive
to inspire and preserve children’s imagination and wonder,
hallmarks of childhood that are the keys to the future.
With its home base in Phoenix Arizona, Childsplay was
founded in 1977. Since then, the company has educated
and inspired more than four million young people
and families, developing a national and international
reputation for innovative, thought-provoking, and
award-winning theater for young audiences. Childsplay
maintains a strong commitment to arts education,
conducting workshops and activities in more than 40
communities each year.
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About Ezra Jack Keats
Ezra Jack Keats was a children’s book author and
illustrator who lived from 1916 to 1983. He was an
innovator in children’s literature, bringing his fine
arts training and talents to the genre – and he was
one of the first to give children of color leading
roles in his stories.
Ezra was the third child of Polish Jewish
immigrant parents and grew up in a very poor
section of Brooklyn. Even though he received
three scholarships, Ezra could not afford to
attend art school after high school and worked
to help support his family. One of his jobs was
drawing backgrounds for the Captain Marvel
comic strip.
After serving in World War II, Ezra studied
painting in Paris. He returned to New York
City and worked as a commercial artist, often
illustrating the books of other writers. The Snowy
Day was the first book Ezra wrote and illustrated
on his own, and it won the prestigious Caldecott
Medal in 1963.
Ezra went on to write and illustrate a total of 22 children’s
books – including six more featuring Peter, the main
character from The Snowy Day and Other Stories,
following him from childhood to adolescence. By
featuring children from diverse backgrounds and focusing
on common childhood themes and experiences, his
books create a welcoming world where children of all
backgrounds can see themselves and feel welcome.
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Seventeen years later, in 2020, The Snowy Day and
Other Stories is still the most checked-out book of all
time at the New York Public Library.
“If we could see each other exactly as the other is, this
would be a different world,” Keats said.
Today, the Ezra Jack Keats Foundation preserves Ezra’s
work and keeps his multi-cultural and creative legacy alive
by supporting arts and literacy programs in schools and
libraries, as well as new writers and illustrators of children’s
books.

About Shadow Puppetry
To put the stories and artwork of Ezra Jack Keats on the stage, The Snowy Day
and Other Stories uses projections and a technique borrowed from an art form
that’s thousands of years old – shadow puppetry.
Shadow puppetry, in which objects are manipulated between a light source and a
screen, began centuries ago in China and India and it is still a popular art form.
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Skilled puppeteers can make it look like a puppet is running, sliding, flying, and
more. Have you ever pointed your fingers, put your hand in front of a light, and
made a bunny shape? Click here to see a classic Sesame Street video of shadow
puppets made by hand – literally.
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What Does It Take to Make a Play?
Many different elements go
into making a play. In fact,
you could say a play is a bit
like an iceberg, because what
the audience sees on the
stage is only a small bit of the
work that goes into putting
the production together.
First, there is the story. In the
case of The Snowy Day and
Other Stories, the original
stories that make up the show
were written and illustrated by
Ezra Jack Keats.
Those stories were turned
into dramatic scripts for a
stage performance by Jerome
Hairston. Victor Zupanc
wrote the music that is heard in the show.
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The next step involves creating the world of the play. An individual called a director studies the script and decides on
an approach, a look, or feeling, that would best serve the play. The director works with:
•

Set designers – To craft and build the world you see on the stage, from walls to furniture to projections

•

Costume designers – To imagine and make the different clothes and outfits all the characters will wear

•

Light designers – To establish the mood of the play, let people know what time of day it takes place, and
make sure the audience can see everything it needs to on the stage

With these elements in place, it is time to bring the words of the play to life. Actors work with the director to develop
their characters, memorize their lines, and learn where they’re supposed to move on stage and backstage.
Puppeteers work behind the scenes with their puppets. Crew members run sound and light equipment and make sure
props, scenery, and costumes are where they should be.
A stage manager guides and cues the people doing all these different things so everything happens when it should.

The Snowy Day and Other Stories
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What Does It Take to Make a Play? (con’t)
Post- Performance Discussion Questions
1. What did you notice about the scenery used in The Snowy Day and Other Stories?
2. What different times of the day and year did the stories take place?
3. How did the music used in the production make you feel?
4. Did the costumes the actors wore tell you anything about the characters they were portraying?
5. What different things did the actors do to let you know how they were feeling?
6. What activities do you think it was hardest for the performers to do?
7. Which activities do you think were the most fun?

The Snowy Day and Other Stories
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The Seasons In Your Life
The four stories brought to life in The Snowy Day and Other Stories take place in different seasons.
In some parts of the world, winter, spring, summer, and fall, are not too different from each other, but that is hardly the
case in Wisconsin. In Madison, the average temperature
ranges from am 82 degree high in July to a 10 degree low
in January. We get 32 inches of rain a year and 42 inches
of snow.
Discuss with your students the different ways the seasons
affect them, such as:
•

What do they wear?

•

What do they do for fun outside?

•

When does the sun rise and set?

•

What special things do you like to eat and drink?

•

What do the trees look like?

•

What birds do you see?

•

What animals do you see?

The Snowy Day and Other Stories

Sometimes people use the seasons to describe different stages of life, aligning childhood with spring and old age with
winter. Ask your students how they would use such terms, and why.
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A Bit About Bullying

The Snowy Day and Other Stories

If we considered bullying a form of youth violence, as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention describes it,
would society take more comprehensive action?
The fact is, bullying is a serious and widespread concern. People can experience bullying anywhere and at any age,
from schoolyard cruelty to workplace harassment.
It can even happen in early childhood settings.
Understanding and recognizing bullying in the early childhood environment can help adults take a stand against it by
intervening in “pre-bullying” activities before they become entrenched.
As they experiment with many different behaviors, young children may engage in name-calling, physical aggression,
social exclusion, and other behaviors that could eventually morph into bullying. Educators can make the most of these
teachable moments by:
1. Talking about bullying, making sure students know what it is and the different forms it can take
2. Setting clear limits on what is or is not acceptable behavior
3. Inviting students to share stories of bullying experiences from stories or their own lives, as long as they don’t
involve their classmates or real names, and brainstorm solutions
4. Teaching social skills, such as empathy, assertiveness, and problem-solving
5. Drafting and signing, as they are able, an agreement making your classroom or school a “Bully-Free Zone”

The Snowy Day and Other Stories
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Resources
The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation website
Find a list of books by Ezra Jack Keats here
Background on shadow puppetry
Ideas for teaching children about the seasons
Different seasonal activities to do with students
Stopbullying.gov is the government’s official anti-bullying website
The Pacer Center’s Kids Against Bullying website
For more information about bullying in early childhood settings
Preventing Bullying, from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Learning Activity – Goggles!
From the Ezra Jack Keats Foundation
Grade level: Pre-K – 2
Learning Objectives:
After participating in this activity, students will be able to:
•

Identify and discuss elements of the story

•

Make and confirm predictions

•

Discuss bullying and chart ways to stop bullies

•

Discuss new vocabulary words

•

Discuss friendship

•

Identify a special place

Time: 60 minutes
Materials:
•

A copy of the book, Goggles!, by Ezra Jack Keats

•

Chart paper and markers

•

Copies of the Goggles! response sheet for each student

The Snowy Day and Other Stories

Procedure:
Before reading
1. Take a picture walk, stopping before the page on which Peter is punched.
2. Discuss:
•

Predictions of what will happen in the story.

•

The setting and characters: are they familiar from other Keats books?

•

The words goggles, gasped, hideout, bully.

•

Demonstrate a gasp, then ask the students to show what a gasp looks like and sounds like and then let
them know you will ask them to identify the bullies after reading the story.

•

How good readers can see and hear in their heads what the words in the story are describing.

During reading
1. Stop several times to discuss whether the students’ story predictions were correct.
2. When Archie gasps, ask the students to remember what a gasp looks and sounds like.

The Snowy Day and Other Stories
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Learning Activity – Goggles! (con’t)
3. After reading about the older boy punching Peter, have the students make new predictions.
4. Discuss the problem the characters have and how they could solve it.
After reading
1. Discuss how the characters solved their problem.
2. Why was it smarter for Peter and Archie to use their brains instead of their fists?
3. Who were the bullies? How did the author make it clear they were bullies? What did the bullies do?
4. Ask the students to recall the sequence of events. Record the events on chart paper.
5. On separate chart paper, make a list of things the characters could have done to stop the bullies. Lead the
discussion carefully into the importance of out-thinking bullies and not fighting them.
6. Do girls ever act like bullies? Do they behave differently than boys?
7. What could you say to a friend if you feel left out or if they are not treating you nicely?
8. Which adult should you talk to if you need help with a bully or even a friend who is not being nice?
9. Introduce the subject of safe places.
10. Why did Peter and Archie run home? Did they feel safe at home? Ask: Do you have a special place in your
house that you like to go to when you want to feel safe?
11. Distribute the Goggles! Response Sheet. Have the students draw a picture of their favorite place at home.
Encourage kindergartners to attempt to label the picture; encourage first-graders to write two full sentences to
describe the picture.

The Snowy Day and Other Stories
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Name ____________________________________________

My Favorite Place
In Goggles by Ezra Jack Keats, Peter, Archie, and Willie go home
when they want to feel safe. Do you have a favorite place at
home? Draw a picture of your favorite place at home. Write about
your picture.

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
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Academic Standards
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Reading Standards for Literature

Theatre Education

Key Ideas and Details

Standard 3 – Respond

1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text
as the basis for the answers.

TP.R.4.i: Analysis - Identify separate elements
in a theatrical work such as characters, plot, and
performance elements.

2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and
myths from diverse cultures; determine the central
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is
conveyed through key details in the text.

TP.R.6.i: View Performance - Demonstrate
developmentally appropriate audience etiquette.

3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits,
motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events.
Craft and Structure
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from
nonliteral language.

Standard 4 – Connect
TP.Cn.5.i: Cultural Social Context - Explain how
theatre relates to self, others, and the world.
TP.Cn.6.i: Research - Identify the “given
circumstances,” environmental and situational
conditions that influence a theatrical work.
TP.Cn.8.i: Cross Disciplinary - Identify how theatre
connects to literature and social studies.

5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when
writing or speaking about a text, using terms such
as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each
successive part builds on earlier sections.

The Snowy Day and Other Stories
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About Live Performance
Unlike movies or television, theater is a
LIVE performance. This means that the
action unfolds in front of an audience,
and the performance is constantly
evolving. The artists respond to the
audience’s laughter, clapping, gasps and
other reactions. Therefore, the audience
is a critical part of the theater experience.
In fact, without you in the audience, the
artists would still be in rehearsal!
Remember, you are sharing this
performance space with the artists and
other audience members. Your considerate
behavior allows everyone to enjoy a
positive theater experience.
Prepare: Be sure to use the restroom before the show!
Find Your Seat: When the performance is about to begin, the lights will dim. This is a signal for the artists and the
audience to top conversations. Settle into your seat and get ready to enjoy the show!
Look and Listen: There is a lot to hear (dialogue, music, sound effects) and a lot to see (costumes, props, set design,
lighting) in this performance. Pay close attention to the artists onstage. Unlike videos, you cannot rewind if you miss
something.
Energy and Focus: Artists use concentration to focus their energy during a performance. The audience gives energy
to the artist, who use that energy to give life to the performance. Help the artists focus that energy. They can feel that
you are with them!
Conversations: Talking to neighbors (even whispering) can easily distract the artists onstage. They approach their
audiences with respect, and expect the same from you in return. Help the artists concentrate with your attention.
Laugh Out Loud: If something is funny, it’s good to laugh. If you like something a lot, applaud. Artists are thrilled
when the audience is engaged and responsive. They want you to laugh, cheer, clap and enjoy your time at the theater.
Discover New Worlds: Attending a live performance is a time to sit back and look inward, and question what is
being presented to you. Be curious about new worlds, experience new ideas, and discover people and lives previously
unknown to you. An open mind, curiosity, and respect will allow a whole other world to unfold before your eyes!
Please, don’t feed the audience: Food is not allowed in the theater. Soda and snacks are noisy and distracting to
both the artists and audience.
Unplug: Please turn off all mobile phones and other electronics before the performance. Photographs and recording
devices are prohibited.

201 State Street, Madison, WI 53703

Overture Center’s mission is to support
and elevate our community’s creative culture,
economy and quality of life through the arts.

overture.org /onstage

Additional Funding provided by:
Wahlin Foundation on behalf of Stoughton Trailers LLC, and by
contributions to Overture Center for the Arts.

