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Overture Center for the Arts fills a city block in downtown Madison with
world-class venues for the performing and visual arts. Made possible by an
extraordinary gift from Madison businessman W. Jerome Frautschi, the
center presents the highest-quality arts and entertainment programming in
a wide variety of disciplines for diverse audiences. Offerings include
performances by acclaimed classical, jazz, pop, and folk performers; touring
Broadway musicals; quality children’s entertainment; and world-class ballet,
modern and jazz dance. Overture Center’s extensive outreach and
educational programs serve thousands of Madison-area residents annually,
including youth, older adults, people with limited financial resources and
people with disabilities. The center is also home to ten independent
resident organizations.
Internationally renowned architect Cesar Pelli designed the center to
provide the best possible environment for artists and audiences, as well as
to complement Madison’s urban environment. Performance spaces range
from the spectacular 2,250-seat Overture Hall to the casual and intimate
Rotunda Stage. The renovated Capitol Theater seats approximately 1,110,
and The Playhouse seats 350. In addition, three multi-purpose spaces
provide flexible performance, meeting and rehearsal facilities. Overture
Center also features several art exhibit spaces. Overture Galleries I, II and
III display works by Dane County artists. The Playhouse Gallery features
regional artists with an emphasis on collaborations with local organizations.
The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters’ Watrous Gallery
displays works by Wisconsin artists, and the Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art offers works by national and international artists.

Meri Rose Ekberg
Danielle Dresden
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Dear Teachers,
In this resource guide you will find valuable information to help you
apply academic goals to your students’ performance experience.
We have included suggestions for activities which can help you
prepare students to see this performance, ideas for follow-up
activities, and additional resources you can access on the web.
Along with these activities and resources, we’ve also included the
applicable Wisconsin Academic Standards in order to help you align
the experience with your curriculum requirements.
This Educator’s Resource Guide is designed to:
• Extend the scholastic impact of the performance by providing
discussion ideas, activities and reading to promote learning across
the curriculum;
• Promote arts literacy by expanding students’ knowledge of music,
science, storytelling and theatre;
• Illustrate that the arts are a legacy reflecting the values, customs,
beliefs, expressions and reflections of a culture;
• Use the arts to teach about the cultures of other people and to
celebrate students’ own heritage through self-reflection;
• Maximize students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the
performance.
We hope the performance and this resource guide will provide you
and your students with opportunities to integrate art learning in
your curricula, expanding it in new and enriching ways.
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We want your feedback!
OnStage performances can be evaluated online! Evaluations are vital to the funding of this program. Your
feedback educates us about the ways the program is utilized and we often implement your suggestions.
Survey:https://form.jotform.com/91974450543260
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The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!

About The Henry Ford Innovation Nation Live!
When they say “Live!” they really mean it. The Henry
Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live! does more than put the
Emmy Award-winning television show Innovation Nation
on stage. It brings history to life, too.

which attracts 60 million viewers a year, The Henry Ford’s
Innovation Nation-Live!, was produced in partnership by
The Henry Ford and Litton Entertainment and adapted
and directed for the stage by William Massalia.

You’ll see the Wright Brothers, Rosa Parks, Thomas
Edison, and other innovators at breakthrough
moments in science, technology, engineering, math,
the environment, and social justice. Projected archival
images are juxtaposed with live action and narration
by two entertaining and engaging “correspondents”
to show human ingenuity and progress in action. The
correspondents actively engage the audience and show
how turning points of the past still affect the world today.

About the Griffin Theatre Company

Along with illuminating the past and inspiring the future,
this 60-minute production is all about solving problems
and chasing ideas. Audiences will see how innovators put
their imaginations and practical skills to work to address
both big issues and annoying inconveniences.
Based on the Emmy Award-winning television show

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live! is performed
by the Griffin Theatre Company, an award-winning
Chicago theater company. Each year, the company
tours across the country, performing for roughly 100,00
children and adults in theaters from Florida to California.
The Griffin Theatre Company’s mission is to promote
appreciation of the performing arts and build bridges
of understanding between generations with literary
adaptations, original work, and classics.
William Massolia, creator and director of this stage
version production, is a founding member of the Griffin
Theatre Company and an award-winning playwright
whose works for children and adults are performed across
the country.

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!

Overture Centerfor the Arts – OnStage

3

Innovators & “Lightbulb Moments” - Rosa Parks
“Lightbulb moment” is a colorful phrase inspired by
the cartoon image of a lightbulb turning on turning on
above characters’ heads when they get ideas. The Free
Dictionary defines a lightbulb moment as “a moment of
sudden inspiration, revelation, or recognition.”
Innovators are people who create new ideas and
introduce change. It might sound like their lives are one
lightbulb moment after another, but there’s lots more to
the story of anyone who makes things happen. Here’s
more information on some of the people featured in The
Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live! ...
Rosa Parks
Sometimes, in order to stand up for what’s right, you have
to sit down first. That’s what Rosa Parks did, and it earned
her a very special place in history. On December 1, 1955,
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a city bus to
a white man, as was the law in segregated Montgomery,
Alabama at that time. It wasn’t random. Rosa Parks was a
trained civil rights activist and knew what she was doing,
although she couldn’t know where it would lead.
Two notable quotes from Rosa Parks:
“The only tired I was, was tired of giving in.”

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!

“You must never be fearful about what you’re doing when
it is right.”

About The Henry Ford
The Henry Ford is a museum that promotes the future by celebrating
the past. Located in Dearborn, Michigan, The Henry Ford is actually
four venues; the Henry Ford Museum of Innovation, Greenfield Village,
the Ford Rouge Factory Tour, and the Benson Ford Research Center.
Their collection covers 300 years of American history and includes 26
million artifacts, ranging from the actual bus Rosa Parks was on when
she refused to give up her seat, to a chair Thomas Edison sat in when he
visited Henry Ford.

Edison’s Lab at The Henry Ford

The indoor-outdoor museum was founded by none other than Henry
Ford himself, of Model-T and assembly-line fame. Ford collected both
items of historical significance and artifacts that revealed how everyday
people lived, to help preserve American history and tradition.

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!
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George Washington Carver & Thomas Edison
George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver was a scientist, inventor, and
educator. He was born into slavery and grew up to be the first
African American student to attend Iowa State University.
He helped shape the Agriculture Department at Tuskegee
University and bring it to a level of national renown. Carver was
consulted by leaders like President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
and Mahatma Gandhi. He helped struggling sharecroppers in
the South learn to grow crops like peanuts and sweet potatoes
that would thrive in soil depleted by years of growing cotton. To
increase demand for these crops, Carver invented new ways to
use them. He invented more than 300 different products that
could be made from peanuts, including paints, dyes, and oils, but
not peanut butter. He also invented 118 different products made
from sweet potatoes, including postage stamp glue and synthetic
rubber. Two notable quotes from George Washington Carver:
“When you can do the common things of life in an uncommon
way, you will command the attention of the world.”
“Most people search high and wide for the key to success. If they
only knew, the key to their dreams lies within.”

George Washington Carver

Thomas Alva Edison
It’s not possible to talk about light bulb moments and
inventors without mentioning Thomas Edison because, well,
he actually invented the first incandescent light bulb. Edison
was sometimes called “The Wizard of Menlo Park,” because
that’s where his laboratory was located. Although his inventions
weren’t exactly magical, they did change people’s lives in
ways that were almost unimaginable. Home-schooling by his
mother let him explore the many subjects he found interesting
and helped him develop his own approach to self-education.
Partially deaf, he was working as a telegraph operator by the
time he was 15. Many of the 1,093 patents he received involved
telegraphs, stock ticker machines, the phonograph, and the
motion picture camera. He also founded the first investorowned electric utility, General Electric. Two notable quotes
from Thomas Edison:
“I’ve not failed, I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.”
“When you’ve exhausted all possibilities, remember this – you
haven’t.”
The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!

“To invent, you need a good imagination and a pile of junk.”
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On Innovation

Politicians want to encourage it. Business executives say
their companies depend on it. Marketers proclaim it and
artists say they do it all the time.
But what, exactly, is innovation? The Merriam-Webster
Dictionary defines innovation as “1: The introduction of
something new or 2: A new idea, method, or device.”
Why innovate? There are many possible reasons, but
perhaps one of the most basic is o create positive change.
The Henry Ford’s Model I program, a learning framework
exploring 300 years of American ingenuity, describes the
characteristics of innovation as follows:
•

To innovate is to make a significant contribution
or improvement to an existing product, process or
service

•

The resulting innovation addresses a need and
solves a problem.

•

An innovator helps to shape a better future

Model I describes different things people do when they’re solving
problems or exploring ideas. The actions of innovation are:
•

Uncover

•

Define

•

Design

•

Optimize

•

Implement

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!

Model I also describes the way innovators stay motivated and focused. The habits of innovators are:
•

Challenge the rules

•

Take risks

•

Be empathetic

•

Collaborate

•

Stay curious

•

Learn from failure

Try defining what these terms mean to your students, and how they could act on them in their lives. For more
information, visit The Henry Ford Model I website.
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Discussion Questions & Resources
Discussion Questions

What special characteristics do you think a person should have if they want to be an innovator?
Take a look around your classroom, or your school? What could use improvement? The furniture? The lights? The
heat? How many different objects, techniques, or attitudes can you imagine to improve them?
Now think about your home, your neighborhood, and things you do or devices you use every day? How many
different objects, techniques, or attitudes can you imagine to improve them?
Let’s go macro. Think about your hometown, the state of Wisconsin, the United States, the world? How many
different objects, techniques, or attitudes can you imagine to improve them?

Resources
Take a deeper drive into the resources of The Henry Ford here.
Learn more about Thomas Edison here.
A fun timeline of inventors and inventions.
Learn about opportunities to explore innovation at the Discovery Building on the University of Wisconsin- Madison.
Learn about African-American inventors and inventions made by women.
Videos
See how inventors solve problems in unique ways, by for example, creating a soccer ball that generates energy.
A TED talk from an inspirational teenage innovator.
Entrepreneur Derek Sivers shows how different our perspectives can be, which can open doors to innovation.

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!
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Learning Activity - The Power of Invention
From the Mensa Foundation’s The Power of Invention: From Problem
to Discovery to Design

Grades: 5-8
Learning Objectives:
•

Students will be able to:

•

Describe the development of inventions

•

Compare and contrast the value of different inventions

•

Evaluate the usefulness and appeal of various inventions

•

Imagine and draw a world without a certain invention

Background:
Invention is part of our everyday vocabulary. We have sayings
like, “It’s the best thing since sliced bread,” and “Don’t re-invent
the wheel” that reflect our strong connection to inventions of
all kinds. It would be very difficult to live even a single minute
without the benefit of some invention. Virtually everything we
use had to be invented. For instance, if you are in a room right
now, think of the thousands of inventions that surround you – from
the windows to the floors to the furniture to the device that heats
or cools the room.

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!

Some inventions are famous and legendary, while others are obscure and practically forgotten. Many inventions stand
on the shoulders of inventions that came before them. Behind every invention is a person who saw a problem or an
opportunity and invented a solution or a new device.
Sometimes a terrific invention is a matter of sheer luck and discovery. For example, Red Delicious apples are one of
the most common varieties of apples available. It was discovered by an Iowan farmer named Jesse Hiatt who saw a
small seedling growing on his farm. He thought it was a nuisance plant and chopped it down. The tree kept growing
back, however, and finally he allowed it to grow to maturity. It produced red apples. Eighteen years went by and he
took the apple he called “Hawkeye” to a fruit show where he sold the rights to market the apple that was renamed Red
Delicious.
Materials:
•

Internet Access

•

Mensa Foundation’s Lesson 1: The Power of Invention

Instruction:
•

Review the Mensa Foundation’s Lesson 1: The Power of Invention.

•

Guide students through the lesson.

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!
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Learning Activity (con’t)
Mensa Foundation’s Lesson 1: The Power of Invention
Go to the Inventor’s Hall of Fame website at bit.ly/inventfame.
Select “search by decade” and select “1900.” Scroll through the inventions from this decade that made it into the Hall
of Fame. Choose the five that you feel are most important and list them here:
1. __________________________________________
2. __________________________________________
3. __________________________________________
4. __________________________________________
5. __________________________________________
Circle the number(s) of the invention(s) listed that you have used.
Place a star next to the one you would least like to live without.
Select “search by decade” again and select any decade you wish. Which invention do you wish most that you would
have invented yourself?
_____________________________________________________________________
* Describe what life would be like without that invention using the three-frame comic strip below. Use the first two
frames to show life with the invention and the last frame to show life without the invention.

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!
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Academic Standards
Theatre Education

TP.R.6.i: View Performance - Demonstrate
developmentally appropriate audience etiquette.
D4.1 Explain strengths and weakness of their own work
and that of others
D.4.2 Identify strengths (what worked) and weaknesses
(what didn’t work) in character work and scenes
presented in class

technologies become available, they can bring about
changes in the way people live and interact with one
anothe
SCI.ETS3.A.3-5 Science and engineering knowledge
have been created by many cultures. People use the
tools and practices of science and engineering in many
different situations (e.g. land managers, technicians,
nurses and welders). Science and engineering affect
everyday life.

D.4.3 Identify what they need to do to make
their character or scene more believable and/or
understandable

Technology and Engineering

D.4.4 Share their comments constructively and
supportively within the group

4C1.a.2.e: Explain how human needs and desires shape
innovations. Students will think and work creatively
to develop innovative solutions to problems and
opportunities.

Social Studies
SS.BH4.a.i Classify technologies based on intended use,
access, and design, and how they might change people’s
lives (for better or worse).
SS.Hist1.a.i Use evidence to draw conclusions about
probable causes of historical events, issues, and problems.

4C1.a.1.e: Recognize that there can be more than one
way to solve a problem

4C2.b.1.e: Describe how past experience relates to new
situations
4C2.b.2.e: Describe how knowledge used in one class can
be used in other classes and situations.

EHS1.a.4.e: Identify and give examples of short and long
SS.Hist1.b.i Use evidence to draw conclusions about
probable effects of historical events, issues, and problems. term solutions to a problem
SS.Hist3.c.i Explain how historical events have possible
implications on the present.
Science
SCI.SEP1.B.3-5 Students use prior knowledge to describe
and define simple design problems that can be solved
through the development of an object, tool, process,
or system. They include several criteria for success and
constraints on materials, time, or cost.
SCI.ETS2.B.3-5 People’s needs and wants change
over time, as do their demands for new and improved
technologies. Engineers improve existing technologies
or develop new ones to increase their benefits, decrease
known risks, and meet societal demands. When new

The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation-Live!
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About Live Performance
Unlike movies or television, theater is a
LIVE performance. This means that the
action unfolds in front of an audience,
and the performance is constantly
evolving. The artists respond to the
audience’s laughter, clapping, gasps and
other reactions. Therefore, the audience
is a critical part of the theater experience.
In fact, without you in the audience, the
artists would still be in rehearsal!
Remember, you are sharing this
performance space with the artists and
other audience members. Your considerate
behavior allows everyone to enjoy a
positive theater experience.
Prepare: Be sure to use the restroom before the show!
Find Your Seat: When the performance is about to begin, the lights will dim. This is a signal for the artists and the
audience to top conversations. Settle into your seat and get ready to enjoy the show!
Look and Listen: There is a lot to hear (dialogue, music, sound effects) and a lot to see (costumes, props, set design,
lighting) in this performance. Pay close attention to the artists onstage. Unlike videos, you cannot rewind if you miss
something.
Energy and Focus: Artists use concentration to focus their energy during a performance. The audience gives energy
to the artist, who use that energy to give life to the performance. Help the artists focus that energy. They can feel that
you are with them!
Conversations: Talking to neighbors (even whispering) can easily distract the artists onstage. They approach their
audiences with respect, and expect the same from you in return. Help the artists concentrate with your attention.
Laugh Out Loud: If something is funny, it’s good to laugh. If you like something a lot, applaud. Artists are thrilled
when the audience is engaged and responsive. They want you to laugh, cheer, clap and enjoy your time at the theater.
Discover New Worlds: Attending a live performance is a time to sit back and look inward, and question what is
being presented to you. Be curious about new worlds, experience new ideas, and discover people and lives previously
unknown to you. An open mind, curiosity, and respect will allow a whole other world to unfold before your eyes!
Please, don’t feed the audience: Food is not allowed in the theater. Soda and snacks are noisy and distracting to
both the artists and audience.
Unplug: Please turn off all mobile phones and other electronics before the performance. Photographs and recording
devices are prohibited.

201 State Street, Madison, WI 53703

Overture Center’s mission is to support
and elevate our community’s creative culture,
economy and quality of life through the arts.

overture.org /onstage

Additional Funding provided by:
Wahlin Foundation on behalf of Stoughton Trailers LLC, and by
contributions to Overture Center for the Arts.

