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Overture Center for the Arts fills a city block in downtown Madison with
world-class venues for the performing and visual arts. Made possible by an
extraordinary gift from Madison businessman W. Jerome Frautschi, the
center presents the highest-quality arts and entertainment programming in
a wide variety of disciplines for diverse audiences. Offerings include
performances by acclaimed classical, jazz, pop, and folk performers; touring
Broadway musicals; quality children’s entertainment; and world-class ballet,
modern and jazz dance. Overture Center’s extensive outreach and
educational programs serve thousands of Madison-area residents annually,
including youth, older adults, people with limited financial resources and
people with disabilities. The center is also home to ten independent
resident organizations.
Internationally renowned architect Cesar Pelli designed the center to
provide the best possible environment for artists and audiences, as well as
to complement Madison’s urban environment. Performance spaces range
from the spectacular 2,250-seat Overture Hall to the casual and intimate
Rotunda Stage. The renovated Capitol Theater seats approximately 1,110,
and The Playhouse seats 350. In addition, three multi-purpose spaces
provide flexible performance, meeting and rehearsal facilities. Overture
Center also features several art exhibit spaces. Overture Galleries I, II and
III display works by Dane County artists. The Playhouse Gallery features
regional artists with an emphasis on collaborations with local organizations.
The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters’ Watrous Gallery
displays works by Wisconsin artists, and the Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art offers works by national and international artists.

Meri Rose Ekberg
Danielle Dresden
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Dear Teachers,
In this resource guide you will find valuable information to help you
apply academic goals to your students’ performance experience.
We have included suggestions for activities which can help you
prepare students to see this performance, ideas for follow-up
activities, and additional resources you can access on the web.
Along with these activities and resources, we’ve also included the
applicable Wisconsin Academic Standards in order to help you align
the experience with your curriculum requirements.
This Educator’s Resource Guide is designed to:
• Extend the scholastic impact of the performance by providing
discussion ideas, activities and reading to promote learning across
the curriculum;
• Promote arts literacy by expanding students’ knowledge of music,
science, storytelling and theatre;
• Illustrate that the arts are a legacy reflecting the values, customs,
beliefs, expressions and reflections of a culture;
• Use the arts to teach about the cultures of other people and to
celebrate students’ own heritage through self-reflection;
• Maximize students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the
performance.
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We want your feedback!
OnStage performances can be evaluated online! Evaluations are vital to the funding of this program. Your
feedback educates us about the ways the program is utilized and we often implement your suggestions.
Survey: https://form.jotform.com/91974450543260
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Black Violin

You might not expect a pair of classically-trained
musicians to record with a DJ or play regularly with hip
hop artists and rock stars, but Black Violin is all about
up-ending expectations and breaking down barriers.

They won the Legend Title at Showtime at the Apollo,
performed on The Tonight Show, sold out Lincoln
Center, and took the stage at the Kid’s Inaugural Concert,
celebrating President Obama’s inauguration in 2013.

Black Violin features Kevin Sylvester and Wilmer
Baptiste, doing it all in the name of unity, to shine a light
on what connects people rather than divides them. Using
the stage name Kev Marcus, Sylvester plays a blistering
violin and Baptiste, or Will B, keeps pace on the viola.

Along with their jam-packed touring schedule, which
typically includes hundreds of shows a year in venues
ranging from performing arts facilities across the
country (and abroad) to U.S. military bases in Iraq, Black
Violin are committed to promoting arts education.
They connect with about 100,000 students a year
through outreach performances and participation in the
mentorship program, Turnaround Arts.

Genre-bending and blending are the name of the game.
Black Violin does more than mix classical music with hip
hop – they add in jazz, R & B, funk, and even a taste of
pop. Their music references Mozart, Burt Bacharach,
Michael Jackson, Bach, and more.
The duo met in high school orchestra at Dillard High
School of the Performing Arts in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. After going to different universities, Kev and Will
B started collaborating again, developing a unique sound
and style that has taken them around the world and back.

Get ready for a performance featuring strings, beats, and
rhythms, where you might see Will B play playing the
viola like a ukulele. And with all their showmanship, there’s
something more. Black Violin like to look at their music
as a movement, one that promotes harmony in music,
and people, too.

Black Violin
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More About Black Violin
Neither Kev Marcus or Will B started out with
a burning desire to play classical strings.

Kev Marcus said his mother started taking him
to Saturday morning violin classes to keep him
out of trouble. Will B, who had immigrated
from the Bahamas at age 11, was accidentally
put into viola classes when he wanted to study
the sax.

Black Violin

But once they really started playing, they fell
in love with their instruments and the music, so
there was no going back, only going forward in
new ways.
For more than 10 years, they’ve been working
to share their love of classical music with
audiences of all ages and backgrounds and
they encourage young string musicians to play
in a way no one ever has before.
“We mix Cardi B. with Mozart, Bach with
Biggie” Kev Marcus said.

Black Violin

“Hip-hop is freer than ever, and we love just
being able to play around with it and trying to
blend it with all forms of music.”

through struggle, being optimistic. We wanted to say, ‘it’s
tough now, but hang in there,’” Will B said.

Their message extends beyond music to
address ways of being in the world, especially
in their newest album, Take the Stairs.

“You’ve got to work hard to get what you want” Kev
Marcus noted. “But you shouldn’t be looking for the
easy way, anyway, because the hard way is where the real
lessons are.”

“We had all the ideas about what story we
were going to convey. And it kept coming
back to the idea of hope—songs that spoke
about going against the grain, carrying
About Stuff Smith

Stuff Smith was born Hezekiah Leroy Gordon Smith and lived from 1909 to 1967.
Known as a swing violinist, he was also a vocalist. He performed with such jazz greats
as Jelly Roll Morton, Ella Fitzgerald, Coleman Hawkins, Dizzy Gillespie, Charlie
Parker, and Sun Ra, but he looked to Louis Armstrong as a role model.

Stuff Smith

Smith is regarded as the first person to amplify a violin. Combined with his virtuoso
playing and ability to swing a tune, his electronic experiments might be why, years
later, Kev Marcus and Will B looked to him as a role model. In fact, they even named
their duo Black Violin after one of his albums.

Black Violin
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About Classical Music & Hip Hop
Classical Music

While classical music has its roots in the Middle Ages, the
“Common-Practice” period for classical music runs from
1600-1910. It is rooted in Western culture and typically
includes strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion, as
well as soloists on piano, organ, and more. As a genre, it
emphasizes balance, proportion, form, and following very
specific rules.
Musicians who are classically-trained learn these rules,
although that doesn’t mean they always have to follow
them. Studying music theory lets musicians learn about
rhythm, melodies, chord progressions, melodies, harmony,
technique, and more.
Yet even with its emphasis on rules, refinement, and
elegance, classical music can still evoke powerful emotions.
It can make you feel like jumping for joy, rip your heart out,

Hip Hop

Gunsan Philharmonic Orchestra

Hip hop can mean different things to
different people. Is it a culture, a way of
life, a style of dancing or dressing?
Hip hop also means music, especially rap,
which fuses rhythm and poetry. In rap, the
vocalist speaks, usually over beats, in a
heightened style that focuses attention on
wordplay, attitudes, rhymes, and speaking
the truth about one’s personal experiences
and feelings.

Pablo Ortiz Gutiérrez

DJing is also a big part of hip hop.
Although DJs, or disc jockeys, have been
around practically as long as records, it
grew into an art form with hip hop. DJs
in hip hop move back and forth from
turntable to turntable, or laptop and CD,
fading samples and sounds in and out to
keep the beat and the dancers moving.

Black Violin
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Comparing Classical Music & Hip Hop
Let’s take a look at the similarities and differences…
Similarities:
Competition – Although classical music can have a stuffy
image, the practice of classical musicians pitting their skills
against each other dates back at least to the 1600s, when Bach
entered an organ competition. There’s also a long-standing
tradition of competition in hip hop, from informal challenges
to more organized events.
Volume – A full symphony orchestra playing at top volume can
get very loud. So can hip hop, as many adults have noticed…
Words & Rhythm – In opera, which is a kind of classical music,
the recitative is a section in which words are spoken in rhythm
to express emotion and help tell a story. You could say the
same for rap.
Sampling – Classical composers frequently included bits
and piece of other compositions in the music they wrote,
especially folk songs and traditional tunes. Hip hop artists
include samples of many different musical genres in their work,
including classical.
A Canon – “Canon” is a term used to describe a body of
respected works, and the people who created them. The
canon of classical music includes people like Bach, Beethoven,
Mozart, and many more. These are people whose work is
widely respected and influential. Hip hop, even though it is

Black Violin

fairly young for a musical genre, also has a canon of respected artists, such as Dr. Dre, A Tribe Called Quest, Run
D.M.C., and many more.
Celebrity Status – In their day, some leading classical musicians were the rock stars of their time. Franz Liszt, a
composer and musician, was so popular in the 1840s that people swarmed him in public, wore his portrait in jewelry,
tried to steal his handkerchiefs, and fainted at his concerts. This las led some people to call Liszt “The First Rock Star.”
Today, some hip hop artists get the same sort of treatment, because they are rock stars.
Differences:
Age – Classical music is old, with a documented history stretching back to the 1600s. Hip hop developed much more
recently, in the 1970s.
Place of Origin – Classical music started in Europe. Hip hop started in the South Bronx, then spread across the United
States with West Coast artists developing their own special sound, and around the world.
Songs vs. Symphonies – Classical music emphasizes longer form, more complexly structured works, like a symphony,
concerto, or sonata. Rap emphasizes songs.

Black Violin
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Discussion Questions & Resources
Discussion Questions
Influences – The great jazz trumpeter Louis Armstrong
influenced Stuff Smith, and Stuff Smith in turn
influenced Black Violin. As individuals move through
their lives, they can connect with many people who
influence them. Who are some people, famous and not
so famous, who influenced you?
Stereotypes – The Cambridge English Dictionary
defines stereotype as “a set idea that people have
about what someone or something is like, especially
an idea that is wrong.” Describe common stereotypes
associated with people who:
•

Like classical music

•

Like hip hop

•

Play string instruments

•

Play hip hop

•

Play sports

•

Like to dance

•

Care about politics

Will B

Unlikely combinations – Classical music and hip hop might seem like strange things to put together, but Black Violin
shows that it can work. Peanut butter and jelly are known to go together, but lots of people also like the combination
of peanut butter and bananas. Can you think of other things that go together surprisingly well?
Before the show – What do you expect this performance to be like? Make a list as a class.
After the show – Review the list you made earlier and see if your experience matched your expectations. Did you
recognize any pieces of music? What sounded completely new?

Resources
The Black Violin website
What is classical music? Leonard Bernstein’s notes
An interesting article entitled The Importance of Classical Music for Kids
A lesson exploring the background of hip hop, with lots of background, resources, and activities
An overview of the history of hip hop.
Article comparing classical music and rap
A more in-depth look at Stuff Smith
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Learning Activity – Slap Happy Music Math
From The Lesson Zone

Rhythm is key in classical music and hip hop. This is a game for
reinforcing understanding of rhythm values in elementary music
students.
Grades: 2-5
Learning Objective: Students will learn and drill basic rhythmic
values including the whole note, half note, and quarter note. Rest
values could be substituted for rhythmic values.
Materials:
•

White board

•

White board marker

Instructions:
1. Teach and/or review the symbol and value for the whole
note, half note, and quarter note.
2. Write six music math problems on the white board:
•

Whole Note plus Half Note

•

Quarter Note plus Half Note

•

Quarter Note plus Whole Note

•

Whole Note plus Whole Note

•

Quarter Note plus Quarter Note

•

Half Note plus Half Note

Kev Marcus

3. Ask the students to add the values and provide the answer to each problem until the class is moderately
successful.
4. Draw a large circle on the white board. Write two sets of the numbers 1-10 within the circle. One set on the left
side of the circle, and one on the right. The numbers can be in random order.
5. Divide students into two teams. Girls and boys teams always work well. Establish a “batting order” for each team.
6. Call the first player from each team to the board.
7. Tell the students, “I will call out two rhythms to add together. Add the values of the rhythms as fast as you can, and
then slap the number in the circle that provides the correct answer. The first one to slap the right answer gets a
point for their team. Your team members may not help you. If they do, the point will automatically go to the other
team. The team with the most points when the class period ends is the winner.”
8. Begin game, continuing to call players from each team until time runs out.

Black Violin
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Activity Title – Bursting Stereotypes
By Gary Hopkins, Education World

Balloons serve as a conduit in this lesson in which students
“burst” stereotypes that unfairly label individuals or groups.
Grades: 3-5
6-8
9-12
Learning Objectives:
Students will:
•

Learn the meaning of the word stereotype

•

Work in groups to come up with stereotype statements

•

Discuss whether the statements are fair

•

Write what they learned from the activity

Materials:
•

2-dozen multi-colored balloons, inflated

•

2-dozen paper or tag board sentence strips, 2-inches wide
by 12-inches long

•

Thumbtacks (optional)

•

Crayons or markers

•

Common pin

Will B

Before the Lesson:
Before starting this lesson, cut paper for sentence strips (paper or tag board cut to lengths approximately 2 inches
wide and 12 inches long), and inflate about two-dozen small balloons. Store balloons in a plastic trash bag in a closet.
Alternative: Cover a classroom bulletin board with white paper. Spread colorful balloons over the bulletin board; use
thumbtacks to attach each balloon. This bulletin board is sure to arouse students’ curiosity if you leave it up for a
couple days prior to the activity.
Introduce the Lesson:
To begin the lesson, write the words man and woman side-by-side at the top of the chalkboard or on a piece of chart
paper. Draw a vertical line between the two words to create a two-column chart. Have students set up a piece of
writing paper in the same way. Then ask students to write words or phrases that describe the qualities or characteristics
of a man under the word man and words or phrases that describe a woman under the word woman. To get the ball
rolling, you might ask students to share a few ideas with their classmates.

Black Violin

Overture Centerfor the Arts – OnStage

Activity Title – Bursting Stereotypes (con’t)
The following are some typical students responses:
•

Man - Active, sports-lover, short hair, hard working, truck driver, breadwinner, strong

•

Woman - Loving, nurse, shop, likes flowers, cries easily, long hair

Give students a few minutes to compile their lists.
Next, arrange students into small groups and ask them to share their lists with group members. Then give each group
two minutes to brainstorm additional words or phrases describing a man, and two minutes to brainstorm additional
words or phrases describing a woman.
Bring the groups together to create a class list of words and phrases about men and women. Write them on the
chalkboard as students share them. Then ask some of the following questions:
Are you happy with the lists you have created? Do you see any changes you would like to make to them?
Are there terms that do not belong under the heading they’re under? Are there terms that might fit under
both headings?
Is it fair to say that all men _________ or that all women ________?
What is a stereotype? Write the word stereotype on the chalkboard or chart. Ask students if they know what the word
means. Write down the dictionary definition of the word. For example, Scholastic Children’s Dictionary defines the
term this way:
Noun: An overly simple picture or opinion of a person, group, or thing. It is a stereotype to say all old people
are forgetful.

Street Art
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Activity Title – Bursting Stereotypes (con’t)
Expand the Lesson:
Write on the chalkboard or chart the following phrases:
All old people are forgetful.
Men are better at math than women are.
African-American men are the best basketball players.
Give students a few moments to consider those phrases. Then ask them to share their reactions. Lead students to the
conclusion that the statements are too general to be true; encourage them to recognize that it is unfair to make such
sweeping statements. Help students make the connection between the phrases and the term stereotype.
Have students return to their small brainstorming groups and ask them to come up with additional stereotypes they
might have heard or thought about. Tell them keep a written record of the stereotypes they think of. When the flow
of stereotype statements seems to be slowing down, ask students in each group to take a final look at their lists and
mark with an asterisk 6-10 of the most interesting stereotypes. Bring the class back together so they can share their
ideas. Each time a student shares a stereotype, hand that student a sentence strip so s/he can write the stereotype on
a sentence strip. Instruct students to write large and bold; markers or crayons work best.
Some stereotypes that students might have thought of include:
•

Kids who are into computers are geeky.

•

Young kids are noisy.

•

People who wear glasses are smart.

•

Poor people are lazy.

•

Women are better cooks than men.

•

Girls are not as athletic as boys.

•

All politicians are crooks.

•

Everyone believes in God.

•

Indians live on reservations.

•

All doctors are rich.

•

All Americans like to watch baseball.

•

All tall people are good basketball players.
Black Violin

Bursting Stereotypes
Now it’s time to grab from the closet the bag of inflated balloons (see Before the Lesson) or to stand near the bulletin
board you have prepared.

Black Violin
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Activity Title – Bursting Stereotypes (con’t)

If you have created a bulletin board for this activity, ask students to read each sentence strip aloud and staple it next
to a balloon on the bulletin board. When all sentence strips are stapled to the board, lead a class discussion about
each stereotype. [Have a common pin concealed in your hand for the next part of the activity.] Ask students if the
stereotype statements are fair statements. When you are satisfied that students have refuted the stereotype, swipe the
balloon with the common pin. Pop! -- that stereotype has been burst.
If you choose not to create the bulletin board, call students holding sentence strips to come one at a time to the front
of the classroom. Have each student read aloud the statement on his or her strip and hold the strip up for classmates
to see. Hold up a balloon as the strip holder calls on classmates to refute the stereotype on the strip. Once satisfied
that the stereotype has been blasted, pop the balloon.
Winding Up the Lesson:
Ask students to share how they felt about the lesson. What did they learn? Were there times during the lesson when
they felt angry or sad?
Assessment:
Students will write a paragraph or two explaining what they learned from the activity. They should include specific
examples of stereotypes and explain why they believe those stereotypes are wrong.

Black Violin
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Academic Standards
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Music

Social Studies

Standard 3: Respond

Behavioral Studies

MG3.R.5.i: Recognize and define grade- appropriate
foundational musical elements.

SS.BH1.b.4 Describe how culture, ethnicity, race, age,
religion, gender, and social class can help form selfimage and identity.

MG3.R.7.i: Utilize appropriate music terminology in the
evaluation /reflection of music performances.
MG3.R.8.i: Demonstrate proper concert/audience
etiquette.
Standard 4: Connect
MG4.Cn.5.i: Compare the historical and cultural aspects
of music with other disciplines.

12

SS.BH2.a.4-5 Compare how people from different
cultures solve common problems, such as distribution of
food, shelter, and social interactions.
SS.BH2.b.4 Give examples of how peoples from different
cultures develop different values and ways of interpreting
experiences.

MG4.Cn.6.i: Explain how music relates to self, others, and
the world.
MG4.Cn.7.i: Examine and evaluate musical connections,
similarities, and differences.
MG4.Cn.8.i Describe roles of musicians in various music
settings and world cultures.

Black Violin
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About Live Performance
Unlike movies or television, theater is a
LIVE performance. This means that the
action unfolds in front of an audience,
and the performance is constantly
evolving. The artists respond to the
audience’s laughter, clapping, gasps and
other reactions. Therefore, the audience
is a critical part of the theater experience.
In fact, without you in the audience, the
artists would still be in rehearsal!
Remember, you are sharing this
performance space with the artists and
other audience members. Your considerate
behavior allows everyone to enjoy a
positive theater experience.
Prepare: Be sure to use the restroom before the show!
Find Your Seat: When the performance is about to begin, the lights will dim. This is a signal for the artists and the
audience to top conversations. Settle into your seat and get ready to enjoy the show!
Look and Listen: There is a lot to hear (dialogue, music, sound effects) and a lot to see (costumes, props, set design,
lighting) in this performance. Pay close attention to the artists onstage. Unlike videos, you cannot rewind if you miss
something.
Energy and Focus: Artists use concentration to focus their energy during a performance. The audience gives energy
to the artist, who use that energy to give life to the performance. Help the artists focus that energy. They can feel that
you are with them!
Conversations: Talking to neighbors (even whispering) can easily distract the artists onstage. They approach their
audiences with respect, and expect the same from you in return. Help the artists concentrate with your attention.
Laugh Out Loud: If something is funny, it’s good to laugh. If you like something a lot, applaud. Artists are thrilled
when the audience is engaged and responsive. They want you to laugh, cheer, clap and enjoy your time at the theater.
Discover New Worlds: Attending a live performance is a time to sit back and look inward, and question what is
being presented to you. Be curious about new worlds, experience new ideas, and discover people and lives previously
unknown to you. An open mind, curiosity, and respect will allow a whole other world to unfold before your eyes!
Please, don’t feed the audience: Food is not allowed in the theater. Soda and snacks are noisy and distracting to
both the artists and audience.
Unplug: Please turn off all mobile phones and other electronics before the performance. Photographs and recording
devices are prohibited.

201 State Street, Madison, WI 53703

Overture Center’s mission is to support
and elevate our community’s creative culture,
economy and quality of life through the arts.
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