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Overture Center for the Arts fills a city block in downtown Madison with
world-class venues for the performing and visual arts. Made possible by an
extraordinary gift from Madison businessman W. Jerome Frautschi, the
center presents the highest-quality arts and entertainment programming in
a wide variety of disciplines for diverse audiences. Offerings include
performances by acclaimed classical, jazz, pop, and folk performers; touring
Broadway musicals; quality children’s entertainment; and world-class ballet,
modern and jazz dance. Overture Center’s extensive outreach and
educational programs serve thousands of Madison-area residents annually,
including youth, older adults, people with limited financial resources and
people with disabilities. The center is also home to ten independent
resident organizations.
Internationally renowned architect Cesar Pelli designed the center to
provide the best possible environment for artists and audiences, as well as
to complement Madison’s urban environment. Performance spaces range
from the spectacular 2,250-seat Overture Hall to the casual and intimate
Rotunda Stage. The renovated Capitol Theater seats approximately 1,110,
and The Playhouse seats 350. In addition, three multi-purpose spaces
provide flexible performance, meeting and rehearsal facilities. Overture
Center also features several art exhibit spaces. Overture Galleries I, II and
III display works by Dane County artists. The Playhouse Gallery features
regional artists with an emphasis on collaborations with local organizations.
The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters’ Watrous Gallery
displays works by Wisconsin artists, and the Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art offers works by national and international artists.

Meri Rose Ekberg
Danielle Dresden
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Dear Teachers,
In this resource guide you will ﬁnd valuable information to help you
apply academic goals to your students’ performance experience.
We have included suggestions for activities which can help you
prepare students to see this performance, ideas for follow-up
activities, and additional resources you can access on the web.
Along with these activities and resources, we’ve also included the
applicable Wisconsin Academic Standards in order to help you align
the experience with your curriculum requirements.
This Educator’s Resource Guide is designed to:
• Extend the scholastic impact of the performance by providing
discussion ideas, activities and reading to promote learning across
the curriculum;
• Promote arts literacy by expanding students’ knowledge of music,
science, storytelling and theatre;
• Illustrate that the arts are a legacy reﬂecting the values, customs,
beliefs, expressions and reﬂections of a culture;
• Use the arts to teach about the cultures of other people and to
celebrate students’ own heritage through self-reﬂection;
• Maximize students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the
performance.
We hope the performance and this resource guide will provide you
and your students with opportunities to integrate art learning in
your curricula, expanding it in new and enriching ways.

Filipe DeAndrade with a baby sea turtle
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We want your feedback!
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Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade

About National Geographic Live: Untamed
Filipe DeAndrade, the 30-something ﬁlmmaker who
shares his work and stories of his adventures in Untamed,
thinks animals saved his life, and now he wants to return
the favor.

Patience is key – DeAndrade has waited weeks to take a
picture of a jaguar – but so is a tolerance for cold, heat,
mosquito bites, and wearing the same clothes for days at
a time.

His approach? Documenting endangered species all over
the world, from the beautiful to the dangerous to the
surprising.

But perhaps the most important quality is passion, and
that is what DeAndrade wants to share with young
audiences.

“I believe in using the power of photography and ﬁlm to
encourage others to fall in love with the wild,” DeAndrade
said, “ Because if they can fall in love with it, they can
ﬁght to protect it. How wild is that?”

More from Filipe DeAndrade

The presentation bursts with arrestingly beautiful images,
ushering audiences into an intimate connection with
nature. You’ll be brought up close and personal with
baby sea turtles, crocodiles, alligators, monkeys, coyotes,
mountain lions, dolphins and much, much more.
With an honest, informal, and irreverent speaking style,
DeAndrade describes what it takes to get amazing shots.

“Do it! Make your happiness a priority, stop at nothing
to turn your dream into a reality and when someone tells
you can’t do something, chop that negativity up into logs
and throw it in the ﬁre that fuels you.”
“Try hard at the things you love most in this life, and be
kind to animals. That’s all I got.”

Untamed
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About Filipe DeAndrade
Today he is the presenter of a nationally-touring
production and the director, host, and producer of
Untamed, a National Geographic digital video series with
the same name as this show, but when he was growing up,
the wildlife Filipe DeAndrade saw around him was more
likely to involve criminal behavior.
DeAndrade was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, but
immigrated to the U.S. at the age of 6. His parents
divorced shortly afterwards, and growing up in Cleveland,
Ohio, was not easy for him. This is when he developed
an emotional kinship with wildlife, because they were
as voiceless as he felt. Today, he describes his mother,
who started out as a minimum wage employee and was
eventually able to own her own business, as a role model
for tenacity.
He went to the University of Florida, where he majored
in ﬁlm production and minored in wildlife ecology. He
also met and became close friends with McKenzie Barney
and Brian Moghari. In 2015, the three friends founded
Comfort Theory, a ﬁlm production company devoted to
the process of “conservation storytelling” through ﬁlm,
photography, and multi-media presentations.
DeAndrade’s wildlife ﬁlmmaking career kicked into gear
when he won a National Geographic Wild to Inspire short
ﬁlm contest in 2015, which earned him a chance to shoot
footage in Africa. Prior to that, work with a production
company in New York got him 20 NY Emmy award
nominations.
His car, and sometimes the whole ﬁlm crew’s sleeping
quarters, is a former ambulance with 300,000 miles
on it he bought it for $5,500 cash. He turned it into a
camper he calls “Florence The Manbulance,” after his
favorite band, Florence and the Machine, and uses the
siren to wake his fellow adventurers for early morning
assignments. Aware of the environmental impact of their
efforts to document nature, the team has rigged solar
panels to the van’s roof to power their gear when possible.
“When you travel, it always, the place that you go to
always ends up affecting you more than you can affect
that place,” said DeAndrade, describing his life and work.

Filipe DeAndrade with a sea turtle

“The more diversity you can invite into your life, I think
the better you are at dealing with relationships with
understanding where other people are coming from.
And, the better prepared you are to answer the call of
what the world needs, and the world needs, you know, to
be made smaller right now. Not just through social media,
but through personal interactions.”

Untamed
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About the Featured Players
Untamed showcases quite a cast of featured players, and although they usually tend to be a little camera shy, they do
know how to ﬁll a screen. These are just some of the beautiful and wild creatures you’ll learn more about:
Monkeys – Rhesus macaques monkeys are normally found in India and Southeast Asia, but a few troops (that’s what
you call a group of macaques monkeys) are now found living in the wild in Florida. Active and noisy, they eat fruit,
roots, bark, insects, and some small animals. They typically weight 8.75 – 26.5 pounds, and were the ﬁrst animals to
journey into space.

Sea turtles – Weighing in at anywhere from 70 to
1,500 pounds, sea turtles are not known for speed. But
they’re huge world travelers just the same, regularly
journeying thousands of miles from their feeding
grounds to their breeding grounds. You could say
they’re born to move and they have to be. As soon as
they’re hatched, baby sea turtles face a life or death
scramble, trying to make it to the sea before they can
get picked off by hungry birds and other predators.

Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade

Dolphins – Dolphins are mammals that live in the
water. Excellent swimmers – some species can go as
fast as 18 miles an hour – they are quite intelligent and
playful. With their curved mouths, they even look like
they’re smiling. Dolphins can communicate with each
other, and this is how they organize an activity called
strand feeding. Within a group of dolphins, or a pod,
some dolphins herd ﬁsh onto a shelf near the shore.
Other dolphins synchronize their movements to create
a wave which washes the ﬁsh onto shore and strand
them there. Dolphins partially beach themselves and
eat the ﬁsh, then wriggle their way back into the water.
Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade
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Mountain lions – Mountain lions
are known by a number of names,
including cougar, puma, and
catamount. Their territory used to
be just as varied, ranging throughout
North and South America, but now
they are primarily found only in the
western part of the United States.
Their heads and bodies are 3.25 – 5.25
feet long, and they weigh an average
of 136 pounds. They eat mice and
rabbits, but their main source of food
is deer, which they catch by pouncing.
They are great jumpers, able to leap
40-45 feet in one bound.
Hummingbirds – Hummingbirds are
the smallest birds in the world, ranging
in size from 3-5 inches. They are like
living helicopters, because unlike other
birds they can actually hover in the
air, ﬂapping their wings from 12 to
80 times a second. They also ﬂy very
quickly and while they’re doing so,
their hearts beat 1,200 times minute.
All this means they have a very fast
metabolism. No wonder they need to
eat about twice their body weight in
nectar every day!

Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade
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Jonathan Swift wrote that “Vision is the art of seeing
what is invisible to others.”
Perhaps photography can be deﬁned as the art of helping
others see what has been visible to them all along.
The art of photography speaks to universal elements of human
nature, what we ﬁnd beautiful, funny, scary, heartfelt, or simply
neat. Taking photographs can help us capture the time in which
we live and share part of ourselves with the future. It can show
us more about the world and far-away places, help us connect
with other people (and wildlife!), and even the past, when we
look at their pictures. Think about the times when you take
pictures. Why do you decide to take a picture of someone
or something? Everyone’s photographic motivation will be
different, but common reasons include:
•

To document or remember a special person, event, or
place

•

To show something or someone is important

•

To tell the story of your life, the people you know, the
neat things you’ve seen, the places you go, the things
you like to do, and the things you like to eat

•

To connect across distances and cultures

•

To connect across time

Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade

About Photography
The next time you think about taking pictures,
or look at someone else’s, try considering these
basic principles and elements of design, and see
if they enrich your experience:
• Balance – To unite or divide an image;
symmetry or asymmetry
• Rhythm – Placement of elements of in an
image
• Pattern – Repetition
• Emphasis – What catches your eye? Why?
Size? Perspective? Color? Placement ?
• Contrast – Using differences in color and
tone to draw the viewer’s eye
• Unity – When the different elements in
a photo support each other, sometimes
because they’re similar in shape or color
• Movement – Shutter speed and how the
eye travels or reads an image

Untamed
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Resources
•

Background information on wildlife conservation with useful links

•

Environmental Education for Kids, or EEK!, a resource

•

Information on endangered species from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

•

Background on mountain lions

•

The National Geographic home page provides links to all kinds of useful resources

•

Time Lapse Photography

•

Examples of different kinds of photography

•

Background on nature photography

•

Photography for young people

Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade
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Learning Activity - Endangered Animals of the Americas
Researcher, Chelsea Zillmer
Writers, Sharon L. Barry &Kim Hulse, National Geographic
Society
Grades: 5-8
Learning Objectives
Students will:
• Explain the meanings of vocabulary terms
• Explain facts about an endangered or threatened animal,
its habitat, and its obstacles
• Write a persuasive argument about why people should
try to save endangered or threatened animals
Materials:
• Access to Endangered and Threatened Animals of the
Americas worksheet
• Access to National Geographic Animals website
• Access to the Americas Mega Map from the Americas
MapMaker Kit

Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade

• Colored pencils
• Magazines
• Markers
• Paper
• Scissors
• Transparent tape
Before the Activity:
• Download and print copies of the Endangered and Threatened Animals of the Americas worksheet
• Assemble the Americas Mega Map from the Americas MapMaker Kit
Directions
1. Build background about endangered or threatened animals. As a class, discuss what it means to be extinct or in
danger of becoming extinct. Make sure students understand that endangered means the animal is almost extinct now,
and that threatened means the animal is likely to be extinct in the near future. Ask students to provide examples of
each.

Untamed
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Learning Activity - Endangered Animals (con’t)
2. Have students read about endangered or threatened animals and complete the worksheet. Divide students into
small groups. Distribute copies of the worksheet Endangered and Threatened Animals of the Americas to each group.
Explain to students that the animals included on the list are only a few of the animals of the Americas that are in
danger of becoming extinct. Then have students use the National Geographic Animals website to research the listed
animals and complete the worksheet. Encourage students to list interesting facts about where each animal lives, what
its habitat is like, what obstacles it faces, and other facts that interest them.
3. Have students choose an animal and locate it on a large map of the Americas. Ask each student to choose the one
animal that interests them most. Display the Americas Mega Map from the Americas MapMaker Kit.
Have each student create a symbol for their animal using magazine clippings or their own drawings and the interesting
facts they researched. Ask students to place their symbols on the Americas Mega Map in the area where their animals
live.
4. Have students create a persuasive argument for why people should try to save these animals. Have each student
use their group’s research to create a poster or write a persuasive essay about why people should try to save their
chosen animal. Write the following questions on the board and encourage students to make sure their poster or essay
answers the questions:
• Where does this animal live?
• Why is it endangered?
• What can be done to save it?
• Why should people care about this animal?

Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade
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Learning Activity - At-Risk Species
National Wildlife Federation
Grades: 3-4
Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to:
• Differentiate between species that are threatened,
endangered, or extinct.
• Identify biological and human-inﬂuenced factors that
make species susceptible to becoming endangered.
• Use species risk factors to rank species’ susceptibility to
becoming endangered.
• Evaluate local species’ vulnerability based on what they
have learned.
Materials:
• Chalk and blackboard, or oak tag and markers
• Rare Scare Student Worksheet
Background:

Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade

While any species can become endangered, there are certain characteristics of a plant or animal itself that make it
more vulnerable to, or “at-risk” of becoming endangered than others. These include:
1. Specialized (diet and/or habitat): Some animals are specialists because they eat only one type of food. These
animals are especially vulnerable if their food source is destroyed. Also, some species are specialists because they
can only live or make a nest in a very speciﬁc location, such as high altitude forests or vernal pools (temporary small
wetlands). These types of specialists are also vulnerable to disturbance.
2. Large Size: Large animals, such as bears, elephants and tigers, tend to require a large amount of habitat in which to
live and ﬁnd all their basic survival needs. If habitat loss limits the areas in which they can live, these animals may not
be able to ﬁnd enough food or territory to survive.
3. Slow Reproductive Rate: Some species only produce one offspring at a time, and have long gestation periods. If the
number of individuals of these slow breeding species, like condors, elephants, or bears, decreases, it takes a long time
for the population to recover.
4. Migratory Lifestyle: Animals that migrate need healthy habitats at both ends of their journeys and safe places
to nest, feed, and rest along the way. They are therefore more susceptible than non-migratory animals to habitat
destruction because they depend on multiple areas, each with its own conservation challenges.
5. Perceived as Valuable by Humans: Many animals and plants, and products made from them, are sold for their beauty,
use in medicines, fashion, and the pet trade. There are both national laws and an international treaty controlling this
trade (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species), but many species are still endangered by
human use.

Untamed
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6. Perceived as a Threat: Large predators, such as wolves, may be perceived by humans as a threat to livestock. Grizzly
bears and large cats that come into contact with humans are often feared by people, even in cases where they are not
posing a signiﬁcant danger.
Teachers please note to your students: Because many factors affect a species’ vulnerability, it is often difficult to
determine which species are more “in danger” than others. Since many species are at risk of becoming extinct and
in need of help, stress to your students that these are relative classiﬁcations, and no single species is “the most
endangered.”
Instructions:
1. Hand out copies of the Rare Scare Student Worksheet to each student. Explain that each of these animals is
imaginary, but each has characteristics that are similar to those of real animals living today. Have the students read
the information given for each animal, then have them decide which of the animals would be the ﬁrst to become
endangered and extinct as more and more people move into the area where each animal lives.
2. After each student has picked an animal, take a tally to see how many students voted for each animal. Ask students
to explain why they picked these animals.
3. Explain to the students that many animals that are threatened or endangered share one or several characteristics
that make them more likely to go extinct. Can they think of what these might be? Brainstorm some ideas with the
students, then discuss some of these characteristics.
4. After the discussion, have students look at their worksheet again to see if they agree with their original choices. Take
another vote and compare the results.
5. Explain that the crested crabbit is the animal that will probably become extinct ﬁrst because it has so many of the
characteristics that make animals vulnerable, including limited range, low birth rate, specialized diet, migratory lifestyle,
and limited nesting area. Emphasize that animals that have one or more of these characteristics usually do ﬁne until
people come along in large numbers, and create habitat loss and pollution.

Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade
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WORKSHEET
Rare Scare
Zorgan

Rough-bellied Bean-Bean
■

lives in hardwood forests

■

feeds on fruit, leaves,
insects, small mammals,
and eggs; especially
fond of flitter beetles
and borga beans

■

has two broods per year
(average number of young
per brood is four)

■

lives in social groups
called palpals

■

some groups migrate;
others stay in the
same area year round

■ lives

in burrows
■ is often found in hilly
and mountainous
areas north of the
equator
■ feeds on camcams,
miras, and other
fruits
■ mates for life

■ can

have two or
three broods per
year, but usually has
one; often gives
birth to twins, but
one of the twins
usually dies
■ is noted for its
beautiful blue fur

Green Goor

Crested Crabbit
■

is noted for its shiny purple crest feathers
■ lays two eggs every other year
■ feeds on whitebacked sand crabs
■ huge flocks
gather during
the mating
season
■ nests in roughbarked pine
trees along the
coast of a tiny
island
■ migrates each
winter to a tropical
island near the
equator

■

lives in streams and
marshes
■ feeds on fish, eggs,
tadpoles, and aquatic
insects; especially
fond of mosquito
larvae
■ hibernates in
clusters in the mud
during cold months

■

lays an average of
five eggs each year;
eggs are sensitive to
pesticide poisoning
■ has been introduced
into other areas to
help control
mosquitoes
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Academic Standards
Common Core State Standards for English Language
Arts & Literacy
Speaking & Listening Standards K-5
1. Engage effectively in collaborative discussion
2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a
presentation
3. Ask and answer questions about information from a
speaker
Art & Design
Visual Memory & Knowledge
A.4.1 Develop a basic mental storehouse of images
A.4.2 Learn basic vocabulary related to their study of art

Biological evolution
SCI.LS4.C.3 Particular organisms can only survive in
particular environments
SCI.LS4.D.3 Populations of organisms live in a variety of
habitats. Change in those habitats affects the organisms
living there.
Earth’s systems
SCI.ESS2.E.4 Living things can affect the physical
characteristics of their environment.
Earth and human activity
SCI.ESS3.C.5 Societal activities have had major effects
on the land, ocean, atmosphere, and even outer space.
Societal activities can also help protect Earth’s resources
and environments.

A.4.6 Know that art is a basic way of thinking and
communicating about the world

Theatre Education

Visual Design & Production

Standard 3: Respond

C.4.1 Explore the elements and principles of design

TP.R.6.i: View Performance Demonstrate
developmentally appropriate audience etiquette

C.4.2 Explore what makes quality design
C.4.5 Look at nature and works of art as visual resources
Visual Media & Technology
F.4.2 Know that art techniques are used in mass media
Visual Thinking
H.4.1 Study the patterns and color in nature
H.4.6 Know how artists make photographs and ﬁlms
Science
Interactions, energy, and dynamics within ecosystems
SCI.LS2.C.3 When the environment changes, some
organisms survive and reproduce, some move to new
locations, some move into transformed environments,
and some die.
SCI.LS2.D.3 Being part of a group helps animals obtain
food, defend themselves, and cope with changes.
Photo from Untamed with Filipe DeAndrade
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About Live Performance
Unlike movies or television, theater is a
LIVE performance. This means that the
action unfolds in front of an audience,
and the performance is constantly
evolving. The artists respond to the
audience’s laughter, clapping, gasps and
other reactions. Therefore, the audience
is a critical part of the theater experience.
In fact, without you in the audience, the
artists would still be in rehearsal!

Remember, you are sharing this
performance space with the artists and
other audience members. Your considerate
behavior allows everyone to enjoy a
positive theater experience.

Prepare: Be sure to use the restroom before the show!
Find Your Seat: When the performance is about to begin, the lights will dim. This is a signal for the artists and the
audience to top conversations. Settle into your seat and get ready to enjoy the show!
Look and Listen: There is a lot to hear (dialogue, music, sound effects) and a lot to see (costumes, props, set design,
lighting) in this performance. Pay close attention to the artists onstage. Unlike videos, you cannot rewind if you miss
something.
Energy and Focus: Artists use concentration to focus their energy during a performance. The audience gives energy
to the artist, who use that energy to give life to the performance. Help the artists focus that energy. They can feel that
you are with them!
Conversations: Talking to neighbors (even whispering) can easily distract the artists onstage. They approach their
audiences with respect, and expect the same from you in return. Help the artists concentrate with your attention.
Laugh Out Loud: If something is funny, it’s good to laugh. If you like something a lot, applaud. Artists are thrilled
when the audience is engaged and responsive. They want you to laugh, cheer, clap and enjoy your time at the theater.
Discover New Worlds: Attending a live performance is a time to sit back and look inward, and question what is
being presented to you. Be curious about new worlds, experience new ideas, and discover people and lives previously
unknown to you. An open mind, curiosity, and respect will allow a whole other world to unfold before your eyes!
Please, don’t feed the audience: Food is not allowed in the theater. Soda and snacks are noisy and distracting to
both the artists and audience.
Unplug: Please turn off all mobile phones and other electronics before the performance. Photographs and recording
devices are prohibited.

201 State Street, Madison, WI 53703

Overture Center’s mission is to support
and elevate our community’s creative culture,
economy and quality of life through the arts.

overture.org /onstage

Additional Funding provided by:
Wahlin Foundation on behalf of Stoughton Trailers LLC, and by
contributions to Overture Center for the Arts.

